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surprised is difficult to explain. Nevertheless it is most
unlikely that both the S.S. and the Reichswehr should
have been misinformed about a matter so vital to their
interests as a conspiracy in the ranks of the Brown Shirts.
If a dangerous movement was afoot, as they alleged, then
Hitler was compelled to act quickly, otherwise there would
have been chaos in Germany, with 2,000,000 men swinging
this way and that under the influence of divided leaders.

On the night of June 29th, 1934, Hitler flew to Munich,
and drove from the airfield, as dawn was breaking, to an
hotel some thirty miles away, where Rohm and his
followers were surprised at a revel of which the less said
the better. They were all arrested, and taken back to
Munich under escort.

A revolver was put in Rdhm's cell, but he did not use it,
having a life insurance in favour of his family which
would not have been paid had he committed suicide; so
he was shot on the following evening. Meanwhile a clean
sweep was made of conspirators in Munich and other parts
of Germany. In Berlin, General Schleicher and his wife
were killed, as well as General von Bredow, his close friend,
and Karl Ernst, a favourite of Rohm's who had become
the chief of the Berlin Storm-Troops.

This "blood bath," as it has been termed by the adver-
saries of the Nazis, involved the death of some 500
persons. More persons have died in other revolutions
(even in Palestine) in recent times. Mistakes were made
by the Nazis: shocking mistakes. I am not concerned to
defend them. Until doomsday critics will pontificate
from their arm-chairs, while the pageant of history passes
on unheeding.

There was now only one professional army in Germany,
the Reichswehr, and each officer and each soldier took a